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When you look at the histogram (Exhibit C.5), you can see that the age distribution has a slight positive skew. The 
majority of respondents are under the age of 60. The statistics to the right of the histogram indicate that the mean age 
of the respondents for this sample is approximately 45 years old with a standard deviation of about 16 years.

A similar graphic device for nominal or ordinal variables is the bar chart. You can create a bar chart for Race by 
clicking:

Graphs—Bar
and then highlighting the options Simple and “Summaries for groups of cases” before clicking Define. Now scroll 
through the variable list to find race, click this into the Category Axis box, and select the Bars Represent . . . % of cases 
option. Now, click OK. And there you have it.

22 Recoding Variables
In some instances, variables with many categories may be confusing to use and/or interpret. At other times, your 
research question may make it necessary to limit your analysis to certain categories. The variable EDUC (highest year 
of education completed) is a good example. You seldom want to know if people with 11 years of education are different 
from people who have 10 years of education. It might be better to examine differences of opinion among high school 
graduates versus college graduates.

To create these groups, it will be necessary to recode the EDUC variable. When recoding a variable, be sure 
to check the missing values and to look at the minimum and maximum values for valid responses with a frequency 
distribution.

Exhibit C.5 Histogram of Age


